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manifestations of power and authority were originally the province of the state, but were gradually
expanded to include the world of political economy. this expansion includes such things as the forces

and laws of economics that hold states together and an understanding of their intractable
relationship. the chief concern of social science has been the measurement of power and authority,
and the development of theory in relation to these notions.an early comprehensive view is from karl
marx. he analyzed the interrelation of the world of politics and the world of economy; 13, 18 and the
economic resources that constitute the “means of production”. marx observed that the state has a

dual character, as the organized political power of the ruling classes to maintain their power over the
working classes (subjective and objective power), and as the material power of the means of

production that the ruling classes control (objective and objective power). with the advance of
technology, the world is becoming smaller, a trend that has been accelerated by new means of

transportation and communications. to understand these transformations, we have to understand
the process of modernization. however, few studies exist on this process. modernity is the stage of

society in which the power of the state rises. weber (1938/1967) points to the shift from “traditional”
society (hunting, fishing, and growing vegetables) to “rational” society, which occurred in the

modern state. 19 the basic characteristics of modernity are a more complex division of labor, higher
education, industrialization and rational organization of the society. studies in this area have focused
on education, politics, development, economics, etc. 20-24 although the concept of rational has been
described as the tendency to organize institutions to increase instrumental efficiency, these authors

stress that it relates to modernity itself, with its inherent values and worldview. 20-24 rational
management involves the development of control institutions as well as examination of the nature of
the political system and of society, and linking the results with those of scientific and technological

processes.
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i have always had a felt need to know how my work affects other people, both to
see it as making a difference, and also to recognize myself more accurately. that
included in my first attempt at writing a book, which was in high school, my east
asian education. it was a story of my experiences as a chinese american in the

united states, and showed and told my story in one book. i would never have been
able to write such a book on my own, but i was fortunate that i had a small circle of

friends that i trusted enough to ask them to come up with honest feedback that
could help me understand the situation i was writing about. it was an important
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lesson for me to learn. these insights have really helped me to understand my job
as an academic. what i do is really personal, and i have always hoped that my

academic work has not only helped me, but has also been more beneficial to those
who read it. the best part of writing the book the world we want to see has been
that i have made such a small difference by telling my story. also, the book has

proved to be a useful tool for understanding other peoples’ ideas and motivations.
i’ve been amazed at how much i could learn about how other people think, and

have been able to have lots of conversations that i wouldn’t have been able to have
otherwise. i also want to emphasize the importance of seeing the world through
other peoples’ eyes. the journey to becoming an academic has been an ongoing
process of learning as much as possible about other people and cultures. without
this knowledge, i think i would have been more limited in my interactions with the

world. 5ec8ef588b
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